Interagency Transition Committee
Meeting Notes for 11/30/10
Buellton Recreation Room
Meeting Presided by Claudia Echavarria, SB County SELPA

Attendance: 

Topic: 
Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSPS)
Presenting Panel:
Members from the three local city or community colleges:

· Hancock College

· Cuesta College

· Santa Barbara City College.

	
	ITEMS


	NOTES

	1.
	Opening 


	· Claudia explaining the format of the meeting.

· The meeting will follow a presentation by the DSPS service providers at local community colleges. 

· Claudia provided a PowerPoint printout of all the questions that have been generated prior to this meeting for questions directed at the DSPS service providers.  

· DSPS presented a general outline of this presentation to all attending members of the interagency transition committee.  The panel began with the overall mission of the DSPS service providers at the community college level.

	2.
	Overall Mission
	Mission: typically speaking community college exists for three major reasons
1. transfer preparation to a University or four year college

2. vocational preparation for the local workforce with associate degrees or certificates or paraprofessionals.

3. Provide lifelong learning opportunities to community members

	3.
	Purpose
	· The purpose of DSPS is to provide a standardized process for disabled students to gain accommodations

· Priority registration remains the most requested service with the exception of extended time for testing.

· DSPS is best looked at as a process to determine the accommodations specific to students and their limitations but not as a service.  

	4. 
	How students access services provided by DSPS
	· Self advocacy or self determination is a vital component for incoming community college students with disabilities.

· These students will have to engage in an individual process 

· determined by their functional limitations 

· based upon prior documentation 

· to determine what is needed as accommodations 

· and is negotiated per each specific situation and each specific student

· 

	5. 
	What DSPS provides
	· Priority registration

· Applying to college and accessing the financial aid processes

· Parking

· Extra time on exams 

· Training and technology (such as scanning documents for readers dictation, etc.)

· Instructional aides to provide study skills (this does not replace tutoring but rather provides instruction on how to apply study skills to broad areas experienced in community colleges)
· Personal attendants are not typically provided by DSPS or the community college.  Any such personal assistance is the responsibility of the student.  
· Limited equipment loans such as FM units players calculator's etc.

· Advocating for students with instructors for such accommodations as notetakers etc

· Specific orientations to the campus of a community college.

· Community and campus referrals

· Provision of texts in alternative formats an introduction to alternative materials as needed

· Assigning interpreters

· Preparatory classes for core content areas in math and English and writing are not typically found in the purview of DSPS other than the facilitation of access to such settings with the exception of some DSPS classes found in some community college settings.  This however is an abnormality and is shrinking due to budget cuts.  At this current time of the year there are such classes at Cuesta college.

Personnel requirements for DSPS and educators is that teachers have specific special education training.

	6. 
	Funding
	· Generally speaking the rehab act of 1973 provides the basis of DSPS. 

· At first the emphasis was for physical access then became an emphasis for programmatic access. 

· With the addition of the adults with disabilities act of 1990 additional program accessibility's were included within reasonable accommodations.

	7.
	Factors effecting the provision of DSPS in the community colleges
	· With the new Americans with disabilities act amendment of 2008 there are several new factors to consider

· Congress has now broadened the definition of a disability. 
· What this affects is the length of time that a qualifying assessment may be good for. 
· The emphasis is now shifted to providing prior proof of former service to qualify student work additional services.
· In addition there have been recent cuts to disable student personnel services that effect the assessments the city College can provide. Students will have to incur much of the cost to pay for the such assessments.

· Therefore prior school documentation for incoming college students is vital. 

· This documentation should be able to focus the student and college staff on what limitations the student may have been an academic setting rather than just an explanation of the students disability. 

· Again the panel a presenters emphasized the prior evidence of disabilities and limitations has more emphasis than providing current documentation of a disability.

· Funding cuts to DSPS

· Recent cuts in funding have reached almost 50% of the prior of funds DSPS had to work with

· Most recently there was a vote to augment funding to DSPS at the community college level that was vetoed by the governor.  

· The language provided for the veto indicated that such service providers and students will just have to make do with less.  

· The presentation panel did indicate that there would be a need for further political action and advocacy so that further cuts would not be incurred and prior services be restored.  

· The presentation panel did indicate that most of their own community college peers have been decimated by the current budget crisis.

THE restoration of money to DSPS providers at the community college level is a key factor for student success.

	8.
	Accessibility to the community college campuses
	· The panel presenters emphasized that community colleges have open enrollment to all community members. 

· However many universities and state colleges have begun to restrict the numbers of students entering a college and the resulting overflow has now shifted to the community college level.

· Community college still has first and second day prior to registration for current community college students

· However the impacted classes will fill up quickly after those two days.

· Therefore students from the local high schools need to understand the idea of priority registration and register early or they will miss their opportunities to be in a needed class.

· Priority registration has now become one of the top two requested accommodations for special populations. 

· However priority registration still lasts only 1 to 2 days

· Students who do not take advantage and students who are unaware early on before the start of school of DSPS will probably not make their priority registration. 

· Therefore high school programs for students with mild to moderate disabilities should focus on providing explicit directions and visits to local community colleges and the corresponding DSPS offices prior to students leaving after the end of their senior year.

	9.
	Students with Intellectual Disabilities within the context of community colleges and DSPS

(SH or Moderate to Severe Disabled Students)


	Shortly after the presentation began it became clear to the interagency transition committee members that much of this information pertained to the mild and moderate disabled students within special education.  

However the interagency transition committee members asked for more specific information as it pertains to students with moderate to severe disabilities and students with Autism/Asperger Syndrome.  

· The DSPS service provider panel emphasized that in the context the community college 

· That IEP teams of any potential incoming students with intellectual disabilities or autism spectrum disorders need to

· look for a match with the services that can be provided and the educational rigor of the community college with the limitations any individual student may have.

· State curriculum at the community college level does not allow for parallel curriculums (such as can be done in the public high school)

· Therefore city college curriculum would often would be a mismatch for students with intellectual disabilities and many students with autism spectrum disorder

· The community college system does, in varying degrees dependent upon campuses, provide continuing education opportunities.  

· In the past continuing education has often been looked at in environment or older adults.

· With the current budget and pass legislative changes this is no longer the case.

· Within continuing education there are socializing opportunities, life skills enrichment classes that is more appropriate for students with intellectual disabilities.  

· There are opportunities in continuing education for students with intellectual disabilities to engage in appropriate skill building and mentorship opportunities. 

· One such opportunity is at Santa Barbara city College where DSPS has begun a pilot program with partnership from the UCSB autism center to create a social skills program and mentorship via work experience for students with autism spectrum disorders.

· In addition another opportunity found at Santa Barbara city College is the creation of a Saturday training for life skills instruction for direct care staff and paraprofessionals or instructional aides.  This however is not for individuals with intellectual disabilities per se but for the staff that provide the much needed support for such individuals.

	10.
	Closing


	What is needed from the High Schools:

· There exists a large dropout rate for all students regardless of disability who go into college.

· High school special educators will need to directly provide the transition training that was assumed could occur while in community college settings for students with intellectual disabilities.  

· One such example of a program would be the Hill house, a transition program from Santa Maria joint union high school district for students with moderate to severe disabilities.  

· The students at times will access the community college but in a non-academic setting.  

· There also exists coordination efforts between the teacher of this high school special education program and the community college staff for a small number of students who may be able to handle course at the community college level. 

· In addition the community college DSPS panel recognized that tri-counties regional center vendors, such as path Point, VTC, etc. may provide the best opportunity for students to engage in post secondary training/education.
· In summarizing the community college DSPS panel stated that there should be a emphasis to look at individual outcomes based upon student limitations and what is an option (community college, continuing education, or tri-counties regional).
· transition at the high school level for students with intellectual disabilities has to take in account that the such students will typically not experience success at the college level. 

· The reality that not all students will follow the same path once they leave compulsory public-school education (once they have left high school).

· It was noted by all attending members of the interagency transition committee and DSPS community college provider panel that we continue to collaborate for future meetings but also include educators of students with mild to moderate disabilities at the high school level and may actually be able to access the community college and DSPS services.  

· It was also mentioned that at the high school level special education teachers should attempt to identify the differences between community college and high schools for students with disabilities and their families prior to leaving high school so that these students will know what to expect.  

	
	
	

	
	
	


Table 1: The differences between high school and community college

(Summary of handouts and points given by DSPS)

	special education in high school
	DSPS community colleges

	Parents are often invited to IEPs for even adult students while still in high school.  
	Privacy laws mandate the personnel from community college allow access and control of records to adult students.  Without explicit written consent from a student, parents cannot sit at the table to discuss accommodations.  

	Assessment is often repeated every three years and prior documentation of disabilities does not guarantee future provisions of services/accommodations/modifications.  
	Regulations that govern the SPS services result a negotiated an interactive process based upon documented limitations from past or prior assessments.  All accommodations therefore are negotiated based upon the ”nexus” existing between accessibility and limitations of a student.

	The school is responsible for the right of education for all children
	The student is responsible to choose whether or not to attend and to demonstrate qualifications for attendance

	The school is responsible for identifying disability
	The student is responsible for disclosing functional limitations related disability

	The school is responsible for a free disability evaluation
	The student is responsible for acquiring current testing and documentation of disability

	The school is responsible for identifying and providing support services
	The student is responsible for identifying and using services from the community agencies and requesting reasonable accommodations from the college

	The school is responsible for developing an individual education plan
	The student is responsible for planning his/her own education

	The school is responsible for implementing an individual education plan
	The student is responsible for his/her own education

	The school is responsible for fundamental curriculum alterations to allow inclusion
	The student is responsible for meeting the fundamental academic standards, course objectives, code of conduct, and program requirements

	The school is responsible for including parents in the student's education plan
	The student is responsible for his/her own education decision making and direct personal communication with college professors and counselors with out parental involvement

	High schools are governed by the individuals with disabilities education act (IDEA)
	Colleges are governed by the ADA and the rehabilitation act but not governed by IDEA

	Parents are notified and required by law to give permission for any decisions regarding their son or daughter
	The family education rights and privacy act (FERPA) mandates of the college cannot release any information concerning a college student to parents who request such information

	The school is responsible for the right of education for all children
	The student is responsible to choose whether or not to attend college, to demonstrate qualifications for college attendance, and to compete with other adults for classroom seats

	The school is responsible for a free disability evaluation and documentation
	The student is responsible for providing current documentation of their disability to the college

	The school is responsible for an individual education plan that determines placement and appropriate support services
	The student is responsible for planning his/her own education, identifying resources, and requesting reasonable accommodations

	The school is responsible for implementing the IEP, making services available and including them in the schedule
	The student is responsible for implementing their own academic plan and requesting personnel services from the community agencies and reasonable accommodations from the College each time they are needed

	The school is responsible for fundamental curriculum alterations to allow individualized goals and objectives
	The student is responsible for meeting on alter the fundamental college academic standards, standard course objectives, code of conduct, and program requirements

	The school is responsible for providing personnel services such as transportation, mobility between classes, behavior cuing, etc.
	The student is responsible to provide their own personnel services to assure their own independence and safety

	The school administrators, teachers and parents advocate for students
	The student is responsible to advocate for him/herelf

	The school established as a class schedule that fills most of the time during the school day
	The student is responsible to plan how to use free time between college classes

	High school teachers provide a lot of assistance with reading and studying
	The student is responsible for reading textbooks, memorizing information, applying concepts, studying, thinking critically, and writing on their own

	High school teachers provide regular homework
	The student is responsible for independent learning such as reviewing notes, or studying outside sources in the library or online. College professors may require only one or two out of class assignments per semester.

	The school expects students to spend about two or three hours a day on homework
	The student is responsible for studying an additional three hours for every hour in a college class. This may mean six or more hours a studying per day.

	High school teachers give tests on a regular basis.
	The student is responsible to prepare for fewer test. College professors may only get a midterm and a final test.

	
	


