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THE LAW

The regulations implementing the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act include a provision regarding the proper functioning of hearing aids.  This requirement states that:  “Each public agency shall ensure that the hearing aids worn in school by children with hearing impairments, including deafness, are functioning properly.” (CFR 300.10.5(b)).
PROCEDURES FOR HEARING AID CHECKS
Individual hearing aids worn by students with hearing impairments are checked as the students arrive at school each morning.  The regular or special day class teacher, as appropriate, is responsible for checking each morning to ensure that hearing impaired students’ individual hearing aids are functioning properly.  Students with the capability to monitor their own hearing instrument performance (generally beginning in 2nd grade) are asked if their hearing aids are working properly.  Replacement batteries for students’ hearing aids will be kept at school for use as needed.

For students who receive itinerant D/HOH services, the itinerant teacher of the hearing impaired is responsible for training each child’s regular education or special day class teacher in the procedures to be used to check the hearing aids of children with hearing impairments enrolled in regular education or special day class programs.

If a child’s hearing aid is not working properly, it is the responsibility of the regular or special class teacher to contact the child’s DHOH teacher as soon as possible.  The DHOH teacher is responsible for notifying the child’s parent regarding the hearing aid malfunction.
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Audiological Services to Date and Possible Additions to the Program - Flowchart

* The text in gray are possible additions to the program
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Santa Barbara County

Special Education Local Plan Area

A Joint Powers Agency
Annual Audiological Assessment and Hearing Aid Checks Referral Process
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WHAT FORMS SHOULD BE USED
The following forms should be used:

SELPA 9:
Audiological Services Referral
SEIS 5A:
Services
Sample copies of all SELPA and SEIS forms referenced in this Handbook are included in Section 11 of the Handbook and on our counties on-line Special Education Information System (SEIS), www.seis.org.
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Santa Barbara County


Special Education Local Plan Area


A Joint Powers Agency





If IEP eligible





SBCSELPA’s contracted audiologists provide the annual audiological assessment and 


bi-annual hearing aid checks





Valley Audiologists


Mark Toscher –Solvang


Hearing Consultants -  Lompoc





South Audiologists


Mark Toscher – Santa Barbara


Hearing Consultants- Goleta





North Audiologists


Lisa Welms – Santa Maria


Anne Burre – Santa Maria





Educational Audiological School/Classroom Support and Services Available:








If further services are needed LEA’s Special Ed. Administrator or designee contacts regional program DHOH Coordinator Helen Rehm @ � HYPERLINK "mailto:hrehm@sbceo.org" ��hrehm@sbceo.org� or 922-0334 ext: 2306





SBSD: 16% or 4 wkly. hrs.





North: 63% or 16 wkly hrs





Lompoc: 14% or 3.5 wkly. hrs.





Contract is 80% or 32 wkly hrs; 60% or 25.5 wkly hrs for SBCSELPA and 20% or 6.5 wkly hrs for CEO’s infant program.





Based on 12/1/08 pupil count, the following is a guide for percentage of services for each DHOH regional program:





Goleta: 7% or 2 wkly hrs.





Classroom amplification


Personal FM fitting, assessment and monitoring


Hearing loss management


Educational referrals


Consultation with students, parents and teachers


IEP planning and writing





Preliminary  screening			


Conservation of hearing


Training/guidance/consultation with support personnel


Collaboration with professional community


Cochlear implant support








Initial audiological assessment completed by student’s private physician or if eligible by California Children Services





Student is on Individual Education Plan (IEP)





SBCSELPA’s Audiological Services Referral is completed at the annual IEP meeting via DHOH service provider








DHOH service provider sends Audiological Services Referral to SBCSELPA office for authorization





SBCSELPA sends copies of authorized referral to:





Audiologist





Reg. Program’s administrative designee 








Parent








SBCSELPA file





Parent takes authorized referral to Audiologist








Audiologist performs approved services








Ages 3-12


- 1 yearly audiological assessment


- 2 yearly hearing aid checks





Ages 13-21


- 1 audiological assessment every three years


- 2 yearly hearing aid checks








Audiologist sends:





Results to IEP Case Manager at School’s address as stated on referral





Results and bill to SBCSELPA for payment








SBCSELPA guarantees payment within 30 days of receipt of bill








